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The slowly expanding split in the Frente Sandinista de Liberacion Nacional (FSLN) widened
abruptly on Oct. 25 when the director of the FSLN-owned Barricada, Carlos Fernando Chamorro,
was sacked from his post because of "differences" with the hard-line party leadership. The fallout
from Chamorro's dismissal has been extensive, with FSLN leader Bayardo Arce resigning as
president of the Barricada's board of directors, along with the entire editorial board and 20 of the
newspaper's editors and journalists. In addition, the suspended priest and well-known poet, Ernesto
Cardinal, has resigned from the FSLN, accusing Daniel Ortega of having "taken over the party" to
further his own political interests.
For several months now, a potentially devastating political storm has been brewing within the FSLN,
with the battle lines drawn between the more orthodox Sandinistas, led by FSLN secretary general
Daniel Ortega, and the moderate reformist members. The struggle intensified on Sept. 5, when
Ortega's former vice president, Sergio Ramirez, defied party orders and introduced controversial
constitutional reforms in the legislature that threatened Ortega's chances for reelection in 1996.
According to many political observers, Ramirez, who led the moderate FSLN faction in the National
Assembly and has his own presidential ambitions, had become too great a threat to Ortega. The
dust had still not settled from that incident when, on Oct. 25, the Sandinista Assembly fired Carlos
Fernando Chamorro as Barricada's director, in what was seen as the latest effort to marginalize
FSLN moderates from any positions of power.
Over the past few years, under Chamorro's leadership, the Barricada editorial policy has gradually
moved away from a strict party line, and has at times been openly critical of Ortega. Chamorro
ran the paper since it was founded in 1979, transforming it in recent years into one of the more
professional and influential newspapers in the country. In a final statement published in the
Barricada, Chamorro referred to his firing as "an extreme dose of political intolerance." "The effort
to realign the newspaper is aimed at converting it into a political instrument for those who uphold a
totalitarian concept of power," said Chamorro. "Those who are pushing such measures are opposed
to creating space for alternative viewpoints, except when dissident opinions are kept under strict
control."
Chamorro was replaced by Lumberto Campbell, a member of the FSLN directorate from Bluefields
with no journalistic background. Campbell was accompanied to the newspaper's offices on Oct. 25
by ex-commander Tomas Borge, vice secretary general of the FSLN and a staunch Ortega supporter.
Borge said Chamorro was dismissed because of "differences" with the party and that the newspaper
had ceased to represent the FSLN's interests. Political analysts have suggested that, with the next
general elections two years away, control of Barricada is key to promoting Ortega's candidacy as
well as the orthodox philosophy of his faction of the party. In protest over Chamorro's dismissal,
the entire Barricada editorial board has resigned. Board members Alejandro Martinez, Rodrigo
Reyes, and Emilio Baltodano issued a joint letter to Ortega in which they said Chamorro's firing was
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detrimental to the newspaper's survival and was "a clear signal of the lack of democratic dialogue
within the FSLN." A few days later, Bayardo Arce, returned from a trip to Spain and submitted his
resignation from his positions as president of Barricada's board of directors and the editorial board.
Arce said that since he didn't play a role in establishing the newspaper's new editorial policy, he
didn't feel that he could continue working with the newspaper.
On Nov. 1, Tomas Borge was named president of the board of directors and the editorial board
to replace Arce. Borge said that while the newspaper would have a new profile, the members of
the editorial board were welcome to remain in their posts. All told, more than two dozen editors
and journalists have quit in protest of Chamorro's firing. Less than 48 hours after Chamorro's
dismissal, two news programs, Profiles and Sucesos, which aired on the FSLN-owned stations Radio
Ya and Radio Sandino were canceled by station directors after commentators criticized Chamorro's
ouster. Fueling the tensions, the former minister of culture and poet, Ernesto Cardenal, resigned
his membership in the FSLN and accused Ortega of blocking the moderates from leadership
positions within the party. Cardenal also claimed that the recent internal party elections had been
"manipulated."
"This FSLN is not the one that we joined many years ago, for which we worked so hard and for
which so many martyrs died," said Cardenal. He was the second party leader to resign in recent
months. At the end of May, Carlos Tunnerman, the former Nicaraguan ambassador to the US, also
left the party over political differences. When asked about Cardinal's resignation, Daniel Ortega said
only that, "One enters the Frente voluntarily and one can leave in the same way. There have always
been problems, errors, and vices. They were present when he was a cabinet minister."
Other party members immediately went on record to voice their disgust over the recent turn of
events. Henry Ruiz, Dora Maria Tellez, Luis Carrion, and Mirna Cunningham, all members of the
FSLN directorate, issued a joint statement on Oct. 26 claiming that party hardliners were using party
resources to attack other Sandinistas. FSLN deputy Omar Cabezas charged that the split in the
FSLN is already a fact but the leadership "doesn't have the courage" to make it official. He urged
leaders of the various factions to accept the division and begin to form alliances with an eye to the
1996 election.
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